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{Abstract)

The Origin and the History of Jeonju Daesasup Festival

Lee, Bo-hyoung

Korea’s largest traditional folk art contest festival, “Jeonju Daesasup
Festival,” is held in Jeonju every summer. It is widely believed that the
festival cherish the great tradition of the folk art performances in the
Jeoson dynasty. But experts are divided on what kind of performances
have been handed down.

Jeong Rosik insisted, in his book on the history of Korean classical
opera, that Jeoson had pansori performances named ‘Daesasup, and they
were held at the tongincheong building of the Jeonju local government
office. But he did not commit himself how the Daesasup festival was
managed and how it proceeded to national pansori performances.

Early in the 1970s, Professor Hong Hyunsik from Jeonbuk National
University interviewed elderly people who had worked at the local
government office of the Joseon dynasty for the Daesasup held at the
tongincheong building of the Jeonju local government office. According
to the survey, the pansori performances were held under the auspice
of the tongins, local petty functionaries, from tongincheong building
who served in the Jeolla and the Jeonju local government offices during
the winter solstice. Every tongins tried to invite well-known singers
competitively, then the presentations developed into the national
pansori stage. But Hong did not explain the reason that the
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performances were called ‘Daesasup and did not also reveal the
character of such pansori performances.

In this paper, I showed that the pansori performances held at the
tongincheong building of the Jeonju local government office during the
winter solstice were one of the festival at which tongins and ordinary
peoples got along well with one another in the Joseon dynasty. It was
under Jeonju's longtime and largest pansori performances tradition that
the tongincheong pansori stage became a great citizen festival. And 1
also revealed that the title ‘Daesasup’ named the festival came from the
fact that there were often shooting exercises at some military
departments in the Joseon dynasty, and people called them ‘Daesasup.’
And they enjoyed playing music and dancing after the firing drills.
Moreover, as Jeonju achieved the highest level of pansori culture at the
time, there were also pansori performances after the shooting
exercises. They called such performances ‘Daesasup, too.

In short, the title ‘Daesasup named the tongincheong pansori
performances originated from those after the shooting exercises of the
military camps in Jeonju. Tongincheong pansori festival made master
singers competitive one another, and the singers thought that the festival
would be a gateway to success as a singer, then they absorbed themselves
i hard study at the risk of their lives. This is how the brilliant
development of pansori culture began after ‘Daesasup’ performances.

Key word: Jeonju Daesasup Festival, Daesasup in the tongincheong
building of Jeonju, tongin, the festival of the winter solstice in the

tongincheong, pansori festival
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{Abstract)

The meaning and the Formation Process of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori

— Focusing on historical identity —

Shim, Seung-Koo

Jeonju Daesaseup Nori has been developed as a gateway to recruit
the best talented person of the Korean national music Pansori or some
other fields. It paused during 70 years from 1905 to 1975, and has been
restored again till nowadays. But there are many different opinions
about the historical origin of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori. Above all, the
confusion of identification with Jeonju Daesaseup Nori does not end
into just the lack of recognition for the past fact, but also end into the
obstacle against checking present and future phase. However, it's not
easy to solve all those problems above. This paper is focusing on
1dentifying the historical meaning and concepting of Jeonju Daesaseup
Nori.

Lexically, the word Saseup means ‘private learning’. But the Saseup
in the Late Period of Joseon Dynasty was ‘National formal exercise’,
different with its lexical meaning. In other words, all the coverage of
national formal exercise was called Saseup. Daesaseup was evaluating
system and bigger exercise than Saseup. Actually, Daesaseup had been
the system to train central and rural military step-by-step after
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592.

The word Daesaseup had been used in terms to evaluate the
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competence of artists in rural office after 18th Century. At that
moment, as Pansori spreading tremendously around Jeonrado area,
Pansori performance had held up with Pansoriman in Dongji(winter
solstice) type of holidays. Contrary to the word Daesaseup used in
military training mostly, the word Daesaseup Nori had been used when
Pansori performance of Pansori artists. Literally it was the festival and
feast competing Pansori talent among the people of the area. It was the
reason that in Jeonju, where was Jeonrado governor's office area,
Daesaseup Nori had spreaded tremendously (mainly Pansori) after 19th
Century. Just Daesaseup Nori was lead by rural officers called Tongin.

Key Word: Jeonju Daesaseup Nori, Korean national music, Saseup,

Daesaseup, Daesaseup Nori, Pansori, Tongin
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{Abstract)

Master Singer and Master of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori

Lee, Sang—kyu

Through the Jeonju Tongin—cheong Daesaseup and the National
Contest of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori, the Jeonju Daesaseup Nori produced
a lot of master singers and other masters as it is well-known a way
to enter to Pansori. This study analyses the overall about masters and
master singers of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori from the past till the present
days. The result of the analysis is shown here.

First of all, until Choseon dynasty, there were 35 master singers
through the Jeonju Tongin—cheong Daesaseup and through the Jeonju
Daesaseup Nori which was resurrected in 1975 produced 40 master
singers. Therefore, the number of master singers is 70 in totall.
Moreover, through the National Contest of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori
many masters and master singers were produced; farmers music 39
teams, korean dance 38, korean instrumental music 38, shijo 39, korean
folk song 34 korean archery 39 kayageum pyeongchang 30, drum for
pansori 5. Consequently, as the result is shown, from the day of Jeonju
Tongincheong Daesaseup till the present days, the number of masters
and master singers are 337. Moreover, the number of the winner of the
National Contest of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori which was started in 1975,
has 302(teams)/masters and master singers.

Second of all, the average age of the winners of he National Contest
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of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori is 41.2 years old. However, during the last
10 years, over 40 years old was 40254 people) among the winners. It
shows that the age of master singers are younger and younger. Other
parts, such as korean dance 1s 35.5, korean instrumental music is 286,
shijo 53.0 korean folk song 332 korean archery 458 kayageum
pyeongchang 37.0 drum for pansori 39.8 years old. Therefore, it was
analysed that the most winners of each part is 30s years old.

Thirdly, averagely, the percentage of female masters and master
singers were much higher than males, except korean archery which
had only male winners.

Fourthly, among 302 masters and master singers, the highest
percentage of city was Seoul 89 people (29.4%), Jeollabuk-Do 53 people
(175%), Jeollanam-Do 42 people (13.9%).

Fifthly, among 303 masters and master singers, the people who won
the competition at once was 163 people (53.1%) and the people won the
competition after challenged more than twice was 139 people (46%).

Finally, master singer section in the contest, 22 part songs among
5 different episodes were sung during the final competitions;
Chunhyang-ga 8 parts, Shimcheong-ga 9 parts, Heungbo—ga 2 parts,
Sugung—ga 1 part, Jeokbyeoeok-ga 2 parts. Moreover, there were 2
episodes ; Chunhyang-ga and Shimcheong-ga which were sung by the
most master singers and the most parts were "Okjung—ga taemok” in
Chunhyang-ga episode and "Hwangseong ganeun taemok” in
Shimcheong—ga episode.

I hope this study helps everyone to understand about masters and

master singers of Jeonju Daesaseup Nori.
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{Abstract)

Socio—cultural Meanings of Daesaseup Play in Local Context

YL, Jeong-Duk

Daesaseup (big training exercise) has been interpreted usually as a
collection of pansori (traditional vocal art) performances. I want to
interpret it not as a collection of performance but as a communal play.
To understand it as a communal play requires to focus more on the
aspects of communal play rather than on individual singers or their
performances. In communal play, collective fun should be more
emphasized than the quality of individual pansori singers’ performances.
Of course, the collective fun is closely related to the quality of
performance. However, collective fun and art quality are working on
different levels. This paper is focusing on collective fun rather than on
art quality.

The original term is not Daesaseup but Daesaseup Play. Many
scholars misunderstand Daesaseup as a correct term. But Daesaseup
originally meant big training exercise for military action. Pansori
performance was not a part of Daesaseup but a part of Daesaseup Play.
That 1s, pansori is not a part of big training exercise but a part of play
after big training exercise. This means that collective fun is more
mmportant than singing exercise. In order to stimulate the collective fun
and mnspiring, not only the quality of performance but also the mood,
sound, interactions, gestures of the play should be interacted among the
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spectators. These interactions between singers and spectators and
among spectators were the major part of Daesaseup Play.

Pansori was evolved from the ritual singing of Shamans in Jeolla
province. Pansori singing became a dominant art genre through 17,
18th centuries because they appealed to secularized confucian
followers. Confucianism became more against Shamanism and
Buddhism from 16, 17th centuries. They enjoyed more secularized
genre of arts and the orinary people also followed it. Jeonju local
government had an office for players who could perform rituals and/or
give fun to mayors and governors. Landowners and new officials also
mvited them to play for the celebration of birthday, high official
examination pass, or communal events. Pansori singers also sang in
markets for money. Hundreds of people gathered to listen to famous
pansori and paid some money or rice. There was a big market for
pansori among not only the nobles but also the ordinary in Jeolla
province whose capital was Jeonju. Pansori was often performed in the
evening with torches. Many Confucian followers expressed their
touching mind in poems.

Daesaseup Play might begin as a evening entertainment or play to
console soldiers and officials after a big military exercise. Somehow,
Daesaseup Play became an independent entertainment which process
we don't know yet. It became a competitive play between singers
mvited by Jeonju city officials and singers invited by Jeolla provincial
officials. If they draw more spectators, they win the play. The winning
part got a great honor over the loser. It became the major

entertainment festival for Jeonju citizens in the evening of winter
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solstice day. I think the hidden meaning of the play is to overcome the
possible dangers of shortest sun-light day with torches and plays
which could expel the bad spirits and ghosts. People also ate red bean
porridge and paste them on walls to expel bad spirits. This
supernatural belief should intensify their fever and immersion into the

Daesaseup Play.

Key Word: Daesaseup Play, Pansori, Shaman sing, secularization,

collective fun, communal play, competition, winter solstice day
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{Abstract)

Task and development direction of Jeonju Great Saseup Nori

Sim, In-Taek

Completing its 40th event, the national contest of Jeonju Great
Saseup Nori turned out to be a site where contest and festival are well
harmonized.

WHile national contest of Jeonju Great Saseup Nori was held mainly
in the form of contest until the 36th event in 2010(main contest: interior
gym) it was held in the form of contest (main contest: bamboo wood
stage in Kyungki Pavilion) and festival since the 37th event in 2011,
showing constant development. The evaluation for 4 years have many
positive aspects so far.

The national contest of Jeonju Great Saseup Nori should be mainly
based on contest and festival should be prepared as program for
contest. This is to present improvements for each sector for the

development of national contest of Jeonju Great Saseup Nori.

The event schedule should be announced by 1 year in advance and
the place and method of contest and examination method should be
spectifically instructed. The judge should be selected before closing the
application for participation and the place of preliminary contest should
be readjusted depending on the items of contest and the number of
those qualified for main contest should be expanded from 3 (currently)
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to 4~5 and the main contest should be carried on indoors without
confirmation. Congratulatory stage should be established separately
and contest should be held as per time fixed in the announcement. The
pieces for contest should be different in preliminary contest and final
contest. The contest should be held in the afternoon. The qualification
of master of Pansori to whom presidential prize is awarded should be
enhanced and the accompaniment of those participating in the contest
should be chosen by the contestant. The mark of scoring in the main
contest should be illustrated by promoter in advance. The system of
avoiding examination should be deleted. If it is related to contestant,
the relevant judge should be prohibited from participating in all
examinations and MC should not be allowed to make any utterance
except calling name in the contest.

The position of national contest of Jeonju Great Saseup Nori should
be elevated by fairly managing the contest.

Key Word: Jeonju Daesaseup Nori, Development plan of Jeonju

Daesaseup Nori, National competition, Festival, Competition
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