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Jeonju, the Land of Mahan and Baekje

Mahan, one of the Samhan states, was located in the southwest of the Korean
peninsula, and consisted of 54 small countries, It is estimated that
Busabunsaguk or Wonjiguk, one of the countries, was in Jeonju region. Jeonju
was called Wansan in Baekje. At the times of Mahan and Baekje, the center of

the Jeollabuk-do area was Iksan, and Jeonju stood aside from the center.
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Jeonju, the Capital of Later Baekje

Gyeonhwon built a new capital at Jeonju, He named his state Baekje, and
himself the king of Baekje. He adopted his era name Jeonggae. Thus he
proclaimed the establishment of the nation publicly. He built up his influence
at the old land of Baekje, and developed relations with Owol of southern China
and Japan, while he won battle after battle with Koryo. Then Baekje emerged
as the strongest nation in the early 10th century. But the political disturbance
began with success disputes, and expanded to confine even Gyeonhwon to

Geumsansa temple, and finally Later Baekje to the end in 936,
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The Establishment of Jeonjumok and the Birth
of Jeollabukdo Province in Koryo

The new Koryo local administration system began to take shape after the
unification of Later Three Kingdoms and 12 mok system was completed under
King Seonjong. There were Jeonjumok and Najumok in Jeolla province. Early
in the 11th century afterwards, the number of the primary administrative
division for the country was set at five, and two border districts were
established, then Jeolla province came into being with the annexation of
Jeonjumok and Najumok regions, In fact, the letter Jeon of Jeonju and the

letter ‘Na' of ‘Naju’ were combined to create the name Jeollado',
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The first castle of Honam,
Jeollagamyoung(Jeolla provincial office) seated

Jeonju was the capital of Honam and was the seat of Jeollagamyoung which
supervised over all of the Jeolla province. A Gamsa(the head of the
Jeollagamyoung)of the junior grade of the second rank was appointed in
Jeollagamyoung and there were Pankwan(a judge) and Dosa(an administrative
official) who were of the junior grade of the fifth rank below Gamsa.

Booyoon(the head of the Jeonjubooyoung) of the junior grade of the second rank
was appointed in Jeonjubooyoung.

Jeonju castle was the largest of its kind south of Han river, The gross of its area was
a staggering 180,000 square meters,

Gaeksa was located in the center of Jeonju castle and Jeollagamyoung(12,000
square meters) was situated in the west forward. Jeonjubooyoung(7,000 square
meters) was situated in the east, Gamsa Jo, Hyun-myeong rebuilt Jeonju castle and
its 4 gates in the 10th year of King Youngjo's reign in 1734,
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Jeonju castle protected by ardent patriotic sentiment

Japanese pirates overwhelmed Hanyang in only 20 days after they landed in Pusan
in 1592, The Joseon government was helpless. However before the invaders
reached Jeonju, they were defeated at Woongchi and Yichi which were the routes
into Jeonju and it's protective castle, Jeonju castle eventuallly was occupied by
Japanese pirates during the Jeongyujaeran(Japan’'s second Invasion in the year of
Jeongyu) of 1597, the initial defense of the castle and Jeollado though was so heroic
that it became symbolic of the fighting spirit that led to the eventual victory in the

seven-year war,
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Jeonju, a major city of Joseon

Jeonju was almost as prosperous as Hanyang(the capital of Joseon), it was the capital of
Jeollado, and contained the greatest granary region within Honam. In the 13th year of
King Jeongjo's reign(1789) it was recorded that there were 20, 947 houses and 72, 505
people inhabiting the Jeonju area according to official documentation, (The total
number of houses and families) . This made Jeonju the third largest city in regard to the
number of actual houses, after Hanyang and Pyeongyang, In terms of population Jeonju
was the fifth largest, after Hanyang, Pyeongyang, Uiju, and Choongju, Apart from the
government offices within Jeonju's Castle, the buildings were generally thatched
cottages. The officials charged with administrative tasks, mainly lived inside the castle

while those lower in status lived outside of the walls,
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